BOOK REVIEWS made a great effort in assembling a large and distinguished number of authors and then balancing the chapters between basic physiology, pharmacology and clinical anaesthesia.
The first half of the book deals with the basic sciences in some detail using excellent illustrations and examples. Some of the chapters, however, could really have been written for a general text on anaesthesia rather than for one on thoracic anaesthesia but the content is still very worthwhile reading.
The last half of the book deals with common and not-so-common clinical problems seen in thoracic anaesthesia. Again the chapters are well written and in areas where there is some controversy concerning the management a balanced view is presented and some recommendations based on these views are made. All chapters have extensive references at the end to allow the reader to obtain further knowledge on the subject.
I highly recommend this book not only to those anaesthetists doing regular thoracic anaesthesia but to all anaesthetists and especially those sitting for postgraduate examinations.
P. E. LILLIE Adelaide. South Australia Pain Management in Emergency Medicine, P. M.
Paris, R. D. Stewart (eds); Prentice Hall, Australia, P.O. Box 151, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100; $132.50; 180 X 240; pp. 526. John J. Bonica, in his Foreword to this book, states that it 'is an excellent collection of the many modalities that may be used singularly or in combination to bring effective relief to the person suffering the acute pain of an illness or injury'.
Twenty-five contributors from a variety of disciplines have combined to produce a very readable and practical book of twenty-two chapters. A short section on physiology and psychology of pain is followed by a comprehensive review of pharmacological agents and techniques. The most comprehensive of these chapters is that on local anaesthesia, while narcotics, non-narcotic analgesics, nitrous oxide, benzodiazepines, nonparalysing muscle relaxants and ketamine are handled very adequately.
The third section deals with practical approaches to various acute pain syndromes presenting to the Emergency Department, including a review of pain control in the pre-hospital period, and an informative chapter on medical complications of narcotic analgesic abuse.
The final short section deals with manipulative therapy, transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation, hypnosis, and placebo therapy.
The book's style, uniformity and lack of repetition are a tribute to its editors.
While much of the pharmacological section will be familiar to anaesthetists, management of the broad range of problems presenting to Emergency Departments may not be. Box 226, Artarmon, N.S.W. 2064; $101.50; 170 X 243; pp. 702 . This book has an interesting approach to a wide variety of clinical problems that occur in anaesthesia. There are nine sections devoted to the major organ systems and in each section there are a number of chapters dealing with the common anaesthetic problems of that system. There is a standard format in each chapter starting with a short presentation of a patient with a specific surgical or anaesthetic problem. This is followed by a brief summary of the medical or surgical disease and then a consideration of preoperative, intraoperative and postoperative management. A number of questions are posed in each section and are answered briefly in the following text, quoting references to support the answer.
The multiple authors are all from the anaesthetic staff of The New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center, and thus reflect their approach to problems confronted at that institution.
The text is often written in note form which is occasionally excessively brief and thus lacks adequate explanation of the specific problem. However, this format does allow the reader to
